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The Grassland Society of NSW Inc.

A unigue blend of people with a common interest in developing our most
important resource — our Grasslands

The Grassland society of NSW was formed in March
1985, The society now has 1100 members and
assoclates, 70% of which are farmers and graziers.
The balance is made up of agricultural scienoses, farm
arud

representatives of organisatons concerned with

advisers, consultants, executives  or

fertilisers, seeds, chemicals and machinery

The aims of the Sociery are to provide opportunities
for members to meet in conference, at field days, or
soclally, to exchange mformation, ideas and
EXPETICTICES rel.su'ing o gmsslznds.

(ther aims of the Sociew are to advance the
investigation of problems affecting grasslands
hushandrv and to encourage the adopnion ineo
practice of results of research and practical
experence. The Society holds an annual conference;
publishes a quarterly newsletter, holds field days, and
has established regional branches throughout the
State,

Membership 15 open to any pt_'_;:«'m] 0T COMPIny
interested in grassland managemenr and the aims of

the Society. Ordinary (including family or farm units),
student and corporate membership is available.
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Preface

T would bke to extend a warm welcome o all our
members and those delegates attending the 2004
Annual Conference of the Grassland Sociery of
NEW, Thiz is the first ame Guaonedah has hosred
our conference and we look forward to enjoving their
hospitality and meeting many locals. In recent vears
the Sociery has tried o take the confetence Lo
members, as opposed o alwavs holding the event ar
the largest eentres around the state: | behieve a good
mix of the two s adeal as che indand cities mav offer
higeer venues, but so do a lot of larger towns and
they also appreciate the opportunities that such an
event gives the local distrier.

Unfortunately the drought has lingered in many
disericts but this dees not change the need for new
technologles and updated informanon. As a producer,
I am fully wware rhar change is ongoing and that
husinesses which can adapt 1o change are the ones
that have the preawst potential for success in the
tutare: 5o ever though many of ws are in our third
vear of drought it is sull critical to get about and be
exposed to what rescarchers, consulrants,
ggronomist and other producers have roooffer, We
mayv nist be able ro implement new idegs staight away,
Bt they will never loge their impact and will sall be
etfective when things turn arcund. This 15 one of
the strengrhs | have found with all Grassland
Conferences. Another advantage is the opportunity
tor networck with all sections of the industey and make
contacts thar can be followed up later when further
krrowledge is needed. It is unigue to see such diverse
industry plavers 10 one location, working together
tor the improvement of the indusiry ina harmomous
atmosphere,

Thisg veur’s conference, “Pastures in Farming Svstems
— Meet the challenge”, highlights the flexibility
pastures offer in thar they don't just benefic livestock
but otfer a range of advantages w crops and soil as
well 1t is always important o look at the big picture

when making business decisions becawse they nor
only have dircer benefits, bur mdircer ones as well,
Researchers and farmers are showing lose the use
of pastures that benefit crops and lvestock are able
o improve proficabilioe with little more outlay, This
15 bECﬂmlﬂg EVEN TOre INTHICRN] ir an i'lldLlSLT‘_{ thiae
is forever facing dechining terms of trade and bartding
grasshoppers and the like | encourage evervone to
learn more about the challenge of pastures in farming
swstems at this vears conference by not just istening
but asking questions and pertng feedback so that the
learning is two-way street between our sponsors;
researchers, farmers and advizors ere

I acknowledge the important mole thar oursponsars
phay o the Bociery and thank them for their valued
support. Without their support such an evens could
not tke plice. Conferences offéra grear oppostuntity
to transter information with spansors, as we normally
do not ger the time to make contact throughour the
vedr Irvsuch a non-pressured armosphere:

On behalt” of the Soceny T would like to sincerely
thank Lorera Seratin and her team whe have worked
tirelessly 1o orpanise such an eventand run it over
three days, Being avoeluntary organisatoninis gening
harder to eacourage ;wt;pl;:. Lo work on such
committess and a lot of work is taken on by so fow
Sey, weare all erernally indebeed oy those thar have
put in so many personal hours, Having helped
organise several conferences; 1 personally knosw how
much work some people pur v and also how much
assistance MNoW Agriculture staft provide, and
although ar dmies ther assistince can go unnodced
or unthanked, 1 can rell you the Sociery would nor
ca1st wirhour them.

Thankyvou

John Cogghlan

(President)



