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The Grassland Society of Victoria Inc.
The Grassland Society of Victoria Inc. is the peak
farmer organisation dedicated to the transfer of
information and technology related o temperate
prasstands of clover and erass;

Formed 1o 1939, the Grassland Society of Victona
Imec. has branches mm Victona (seven), South Australia
fone), and Tasmania (ong) and welcomes new
members {student, ordinary, corporate) with an interest
in grassland farming.

Pasture establishment, maintenance, utilisation,
persistence, and research are key areas of interest for
the 2,000 members of the society, 80% of which are in
primary production.

The society bas a travel grant program, awards a
student bursary annually, publishesa newsletter six
times per year, and holds an:annual conference,
Branches hold seminars and ficld days throughoul the
YEAT.

@ Grassland Society of Victona Inc: 2003

The Grassland Society of NSW Inc.

The Grassland Society of WSW wias formed in March
1985. The society has 1200 tinancial members. 75% of
whom are farmers and graziers. The balance are
agricultural scientists, farm advisers, consuliants, and
execulives or representatives of companies providing
fertifizers, seeds, chemucals, and machinery.

The aims of the society are to provide opportunities
for members to meet in conference, at Geld davs or
socially, o exchange information, ideas and
experiences relating to grasslands, to advance the
investigation of problems in pastures and W encoursge
the adoption of research results and producer
experiences into practice.

The seciety holds an annual conference and publishes
a quarterly newsletter, and, through 1ts six branches,
liolds feld davs and seminars.

Membership (individual, farm family, student,
corporaie) is open W any person of company interested
in grassland management and the aims of the society,
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Convenor’s Foreword

Bigeer and better than ever before: that's pur goal for
2003!

To create a stmulating learning environment for
southern Australia’s leading-edge farmers, the
Grassland Societies of Victoria and New South Wales
present their inaugural Joint Grassland Conference in
Albury, Held at a centrally located venue, with all
facilities at our fingertips, this conference creates the
perfect platform o learn how rocket science (or high-
end technology) can enhance your grassland farming
practices,

Both Grassland Societies share the aim of facilitating,
encouraging, and fostering the transfer of information
to members and encouragzing the adoption of the litest
rescarch that is practical, profitable, and susisinable.
This year, the combined resources of the two socistics
give you an unprecedented opportunity o hear, not just
one, but five international speakers. Our high-calibre
presenters will not only review the major producer-
funded projects of the last decade, but also reveal to
v the key findings arsing from milhions of dollars of
technologieal research.

Az conlerence organisers, we arg very mindlul of
providing you with good value for monay, and we
believe we have achieved this, despite the fact that we
are unable 10 secure Farmbis assistance, That the
conference is affordable is helped in no small way by
OUr Sponsors, whom we encourage you to support.

The Grassland Conference tradition of bus tours 1s
also bigger and better this vear. The Albury-Wodonga
branch of the GSWV has erganised an impressive array

of tours on both Wednesday and Thursday afterncons,
It's always a dilemma choosing which tour o take part
. Well, this vear, you can take two! [ thoroughly
recommend these ours o you.

Our thoughts, goals, dnd aspirations are all different.
But what I regularly hear from people after a Grassland
Conference is that, despite the difficulties i getting
away from the farm (be they family or work pressures,
fire, flood, drought, or other dilemmas), they say:
“Thank goodness | came. [1°s charged my bateries. [ go
away refreshed, enthused, and encouraged, with a
whole let of new ideas or existing thoughts reintoreed.”
I'm sure T will hear similar sentiments this year.

The Grassland Societies of Victoria and New South
Wales wish o thank Rutherezlen Besearch Instimute
( Department of Primary Industries, Victoria) and NSW
Agriculture for their assistance.

My sincere thanks to the hardworking, well-travelled,
and dedicated conference commitiee members and
others who have helped make this.event a reality, If
you find yourself siting next to a committes member,
please give them some feedback on your impressions
of the conference.

Thank you for attending, and enjoy your time in
Albury-Wodonga. Charge yvour batteries! Discover and
discuss the links between rocket science and grassland
farming by participating fully in our joint conference
and alterwards take time to reflect on the oucome
Remember: the best way to-zet ahead is to get staried

Hugh Watson
2003 Conference Convenor
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