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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Day One - Tuesday 13th July

1200 pm Elective bus trips (NB. 12,00 pm start Yass, 1.00 pm start Queanbeyan),
Registration booth open 12,00 1o |00 pm

G000 pm Happy hour & pre-conference registrations, Bicentenmal Function Centre, Queanbeyan,

Day Two - Wednesday 14th July

#iMlam Conference Registration,
920 am  Welcome and conference opening - Hayen Liovd Davies, President of the Grasslands Society of NSW Inc.

9.30am  Major landscape issues and developments affecting the hgh ramfall southern zone of the Murray-Darling Basin
Pran Blackmore, Chief Executive, Murray-Darhing Basin Commission, Canberra.
(00 am  Kyolo Greenhouse Agreement - an action agenda for the farming commumty - Jan Carruthers, Excoulive
Manager, Greenhouse Policy Group, Australian Greenhouse Office,
1145 am Plenary discussion.

110G am  Morning tea

11 30am Recognisingand managing landscape and pasture diversity - Peter Simpson, NSW Agriculre, Goulburn,
{200 pm Managing landscape diversity on a whole farm basis - Rob Lance, "Stillwater”, Collector via Goulbum.
1220 pm Plenary discussion,
1250 pm  Lunch plus trade and poster displays

143 pm Poster presentation session.

295 pm Supplementation as a steategy for sheep and cattle producers - Geaff Robards, University of New South Wales
245 pm  Drought management of pasture, stock and people - David Mirchell, "Bimbimbie", Delegate,

305 pm Plenary discussion,

35 pm Afternoon teq

345 pm PROGRAZE and PROGRAZE PLUS - Phil Graham, NSW Agriculture, Yass.
4.10 pm  On-farm implementation of PROGRAZE and PROGRAZE PLUS - Malcolm Peake, "Bogo™, Yass,

445 pm  Annual General Meeting of the Grasslands Society of New South Wales Inc.

1.00 pm Conference Dinner,
Speaker - Professor Derek Tribe, “Agricalture in the mineties; likely trends mto the 215t Century™

Day Three - Thursday 15th July

§.30am Balancing off-site impacts of agriculture, community aspirations and econoric reality - Anra Ridiey.
Agriculiure Victona, Rutherglen,
Biam  The Acid Soil Action program for Southern N5W - Sani Glover, NSW Agriculiure, Cueanbeyan,
Q.20 am  Whole farm management of acid soils - Sruce Clements, NSW Agriculture, Bathurst,
B43am  Living with and managing acid soils - Gegrge Ellior, "Oak Hill", Binalong.
1005 am  Plenary discussion
10,15 am  Morning tea plus trade and poster displays.

100 am  Pasture selection and management for water use - Geaff Beale, DLWC, Wagga,
[1.30am  Productive management of saline soils - Andrew Southwell, “Glenflesk”, Rye Park,
1150 am  Plenary discussion,

1200 pm Luwch
I.15 pm  Poster presentation session.

1.45 pm Sown temperate pasture decline - fact or fiction? - Keith Hurchingen, UNE. Armidale.

215 pm  Managing native grass-based pastures for sestainability - John Fleming, “Marinka”, Ben Lomond,
240 pm  Developing and maintaining preductive pastures - Jofn Nixon, "Merryvale”, Roslyn,

310 pm  Conference review. Perer Orchard, Program Leader, Pastures, NSW Agriculture,

330 pm Conference Close
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Preface

his 14th Conference of our Society has a more

traditional format than the one at our successful
[3th Conference at Orange, where we visited mid-
conference properties owned by some of the pre-
senters and we had the privilege of seeing the prize
winning pasture in our pasture compelition, How-
ever, the commitiee has again set a very high stand-
ard, and [ encourage you to enjoy the conference
and 1ake from it the many imporiant points raised
by the speakers.

This has again been a difficult year for our mem-
bers. Despite the weather being kinder to them than
in 1997, both wool and cattle prices have been abys-
mal. Allowing for inflation, compared with 1930's
prices, the price we are getting for wool is the
cquivalent of eight pence a pound. With prices like
this and rising costs it is very difficult to consider
practices which may or may not necessarily increase
production, but are environmentally highly desir-
able. An example of what I mean is liming to cor-
rect soil acidity. Another would be tree planting to
prevent salination of streams,

As we approach the end of this century, there are
some issues of importance which may not have con-
cermed a similar conference in 1899! There is an old
saying that I heard in Britain in the 40's which is
relevant to us today, That saying was, “Farm as if
vou are going to live forever; live as if you are po-
ing to die to-morrow’’. It concerns me that there is
an increasing separation of outlook between metro-
politan based and country based people. There seem
1o be perceptions among some vecal minorities in
the city and reported in the media that farming ac-
livity is removing all native vegelation (particularly
Irees), poisoning plants with chemicals and ill-treat-
ing our grazing stock. We know that these percep-
tions are far removed from the truth, and some of
the papers at this conference address these issues.

Several papers deal with avoiding soil degradauon.
whether it be salinity; acidity or erosion. The theme
of the conference is ‘Getting the best use of your
farm’. This certainly does not mean maximising
your returns regardless of future harm, hul respons-
bly carrying put sustainable practices.

The papers at this conference will be given by
producers, scientists. and people with responsibility
for relating farm practice to environmental prob-
lems. The standard of papers is again very high, 1
want 1o mention particularly the papers being pre-
sented by farmer speakers. Truly, the 1deas and en-
thusiasm of our rural producers are cutstanding,
especially given the difficult problems they have to
deal with.

On your behalf, I want to take the opportunity Lo
thank our sponsors, without whose suppont we
would have to charge very much more, or al wors
be unable 1o hold a conference. In particular, and
again on your behalf, [ want to thank NSW Agricul-
ture for their tremendous input into the Society and
the Conference. The local committees have toiled
magnificently and way beyond the call of official
duty 1o put on what we consider a worthy confer-
ence.

This is my last conference as your president, It
has been an ungualified pleasure to be associated
with such a dynamic and committed group of peo-
ple for three years both at central office in Orange
and at the branch level al Goulburn/Queanbeyan.
Enjoy the conference, and every good wish for the
future of the Society.

Haydn Lioyd Davies
President



