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PREFACE

P:u-'mru& under adverse conditions? s the theme
chosen for the 1997 conference. Pondéring on this
theme from a southern tablelands perspective in this
year's drought, [ began to wonder when conditions are
nist adverse. The Dubbo conference commitiee have
ilso made thas point an that many of the siuations en-
countered by our producers. and often considered nor-
mal by them, are in fact adverse. Soil chametenstics,
chmatic condinons or the prevailing economic cir-
cumstances all couse adversity 1w the gruzmg indus-
tries. However, m the face of this adversity we can
vsually fimd o landholder somewhere who has the al-
ity 1o utihise these conditions (o make a living. or a
seiennist who can provide us with the techpology
needed 1o successtully manage the conditions encoun-
tered, It is this sort of information that has been the
hallmark of our annual conferences where producers
and scientists combine to bring up-to-date briefing on

i wide range of topics to our members,

In [Y497, we are again piongenng new lermiory as
this 15 the first ume we have held our annual confer-
ence 1n Dubbo, and this has resulted in a shightly more
wistern fMavour than normal. Perhaps it 15 perceived
that conditions in this region are more adverse than
the “high" rainfall zone!. One of the strengths of the
NSW Grassland Society Conferences has always been
the substantial comtribution made by producers who
speak from their own expenences and mesh this prac-
tcal perspeciive with the expertise of scientists work-
ing 0 related arcas. This year is no exception, and the
Dubbo Conference Commuittee has managed 1o pair a
producer speaker and a techmeal speaker giving their
perspectives on cach of the session topies. 'm sure
that you will find the blend of practice and theory as

interesting as | did when [ was reviewing the papers.

A relatvely new feature for 1997 is & session
which emphasises the financing and econpmic returns
from pasture improvement. These papers should prove
valuable 1o most of our members. In these times of ad-
verse financial condmmons there s a small ghimmer of
hght for our members with the recent improvement in
wool pnoes - would that we see a simalar trend inocat-
the prices in the near future.

It ts important to note that the NSW Grassland So-
ciety 15 tackling 1ssues that are important internation-
ally as well as 1o Australia, 1 have just returned rom
the 18th Internanonal Grasslands Conference in Can-
dda where a mojor arca of discussion was grazing
method and stocking rate effects om ammal production
frovm pastures. NSW. Grasslands s discussing exiactly
those assues i a session al Dubbo, There were also
impassioned pleas in Canada thar grossland scientists
and producers both inform and educate palincians and
burcaucrats of the vital role that grassland research
and extension plays. not only in meeung the food and
libre needs of the 215t century, bul in protecting the
global environment by reducing erosion and improv-
ing the quality of surface water. It is hoped that these
simie messapes can be conveyed in the stropgest terms
1o our own politicians from the papers presented at
this Confercnce

Congratulations o the local commitiee at Dubbo
for the hard work they have put o organising what
promuses o be znother successful Grassland Society
of NSW Conference:

Haydn Lioyd-Davies
Presdent
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