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PREFACE

As one travels throughout this vast land of
Australia, ones eve is caught by the ever changing
environmenl. The ability of our native grasses to cope
with our naturally dry climates is quite remarkable,
and the identification and management of those
specics able 1o thrive under these conditions is a pur-
suit with which we must all apply ourselves if we ane
to survive the economic pressures of the 90s and
beyond,

The cxotics which have come to our shores cither
through accident or purposeful intreduction have also
adapied well to our harsh environment. One cannol
help to notice how phalaris has colonised our roadsides
in the Tablelands, or how sublerranean clover and
medics have become ubiquitous in the Slopes and near
plains. However, there is still a need for suitable
perennial legumes for pasture improvement in this
State, and those which we do have, such as lncerne and
white clover, are difficult to maintain under the en-
vironmental and managerial stresses we imposed on
them.

Equally, some of our native grasses and shrubs plus
a large complement of introduced species have
adapted too well to changing environment, and have
become troublesome weeds of crops and pastures.
Barley grass and vulpia are good examples of species
which have down-graded the value of our pastoral
resources in a very large area of our State.

To maximise use of desirable species and minimise
the impact of weeds, producers must be keenly atten-

tive and receptive 1o new ideas and methods developed
and promoted by our research and advisory pariners,

Mo conference can address all the problems con-
fronting farmers in the present rural crisis, but [ am
sure that the theme of this program, "Perennials: the
Key to Pasture Stability", focuses our attention in the
right direction if we are to achieve low-input sus-
tainable systems. The papers included in this proceed-
ings will hopefully go some way towards furthering
our knowledge on how we can manipulate, 1o ad-
vantage, our grassland systems through species selec-
tion, grazing management, and herbicide usage.

Al the same time we must be vigilant to ensure that
our methods maintain or improve the guality of the
environment. The forum on aerial agriculture focuses
atiention on the concerns of the community at large,
and how we must respond as an industry to minimise
the impact of environmental poliution through re-
search, education, and self-regulation,

[ congratulate the Organising Commitiee and Con-
ference Convenor for organising the topics for discus-
sion that will lead to our further understanding of
"Pasture Stability".

[ am also delighted to acknowledge the nomination
of Hugh Ross as the first Life Member of our Society

Graham R. Brown

Society President
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OUR FIRST LIFE MEMBER -
HUGH ROSS

In February 1990, Hugh Ross, "Glengarry™,
Springside, was elected as our first lile member,
Presentation of the award was made in absentia
at the Fifth Annual Conference dinner held in
Cueenbeyan last year, and in person, at the
Managemenl Committee meeling on April 17,
1991,

Hugh atlended the investigative commitiee
meeting at Orange Ex-Services Club in Iuly
1984, with co- founders of the Grassland
Society of New South Wales, lohn Bead, Drew
Wright, and others. He argoed strongly and suc-
cessfully for the formation of a Society. He also
solicited the support of the Reyal Agricoltural
Society, and was Chairman of our informative
committee at the RAS Showground in Sydney
on March 30, 1985, From the original 26 mem-
bers who attended that meeting, the Socicty has
now grown 1o a membership of 770 of which
75% are producers.

Hugh was instrumenial in nominating ouor
first president, Peter Wrigley, Through Hugh's
efforts, the Grassland Socicty gained the support
of the business, indusiry and farming sectors of
this State. He served on the Management Com-
mittee from 1985 10 198K,

All members of the State Execuotive join with
the members of the Society in offering sincere
thanks to Hugh for his work, enthusiasm and
encouragement. His efforts are rewarded in the
growing strength and ability of the Grassland
Sociely of Mew South Wales to assist producers
1o maximise returns from our most important
resource - our grasslands,
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