THE GRASSLAND SOCIETY OF NSW INC.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Pasture Composition and
Productivity

Balancing The Inputs

PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD
CONFERENCE

Thursday, 30th June,
Friday, 1st July,
1988

Ex-Services’ Club,
Anson Street, Orange. N.S.W. 2800.



(a)

FROCEEDINGS OF THE 3RD CONFERENCE OF

THE GRASSLAND SOCIETY OF N5W INC.

PASTURE COMPOSITION AND FRODUCTIVITY

BALANCING THE INPUTS

PAPERS AND POSTER SUMMARIES FROM THE CONFERENCE HELD AT

ORANGE EX-SERVICES CLUB, 241 ANSON 5T, ORANGE NSW

Editor: Ray Ison, School of Crop Sciences, University of Sydney.

Assistant Editors:
Alan Andrews, Hawkesbury Agricultural College, Richmond.

John Read, NSW Department of Agriculture, Sydney,.
Drew Wright, "The Overflow", Lidster.



(b)

COMMITTEE OF THE NSW GRASSLAND SOCIETY INC.FOR 1987/88:

Peter Wrigley (President) John Read (Vice-President)
Malcolm Campbell (Secretary) Jim Dellow (Treasurer)

Ray Ison (Editor) Warren McDonald (Asst. Bditor)
Graham Brown Frank Crofts

Roger Dance Stephen Millar

Hugh Ross Drew Wright

Jack Warner.

CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE, ORANGE 1988

David Kemp (Convener)

Alan Andrews Don Arnott Graham Brown
Malcolm Campbell Bob Colman Frank Crofts
Roger Dance Jim Dellow Dick Gamie

Ian Hendry Ray Ison Warren McDonald
Ian McLean Stephen Millar Kex Oram

Dick Ord John Read Brett Riley
Hugh Ross Jack HWarner Drew Wright

Published by The Grassland Society of NSW Inc.
c/- South Orange Post Office, Forest Rd.,
Orange, NSW, 2800. Phone : (D63) 636 728
Honorary Secretary : Malcolm Campbell
Conference Secretary : Maree Graham

ISEN Ne. 0 9588429 1 4

Cover Design : Annette Brown
Typing : June Pearson

Copyright, The Grassland Society of NSW Inc.

Printed by Cabonne Printers, 63 Banks S5t., Molong, NSW



(d)

THE GRASSLAND SOCIETY OF N.5.W. INC.

The Grassland Society of NSW was formed in March 1985. The society now has
450 members, 75% of whom are farmers and graziers. The balance are
agricultural scientists, farm advisors, consultants, and executives and
representatives of organirations concerned with fertilizers, seeds,
chemicals and machinery.

The aims of the society are to provide opportunities for members to meet in
conference, at field days or socially, to exchange information, ideas and
experiences relating to grassland.

Other aims of the society are to advance the investigation of problems
affecting grassland husbandry and to encourage the adoption inte practice
of results from research and practical experience. The society holds an
annual conference, publishes a quarterly newsletter, holds field days and
is establishing regional branches.

Membership is open to any person or company interested in grassland

management and the aims of the society. Ordinary (including family or farm
units), student and corporate membership is available.

The corporate members of the society are;
Australian Fertilizers Ltd.,

Australian Limestone, Tenterfield
Bio-Energy (Australia) Pty., Ltd.

Elanco Products Co.

Elders Pastoral

Monsanto

Sandoz

Valley Seeds Pty., Ltd.

Westpac Banking Corporation

Wright Stephenson & Co., (Australia)
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PREFACE

The composition of pasture is vitally important in order to maximise meat
or wool production from grazing livestock. It is appropriate that the theme
of the Society's Third Annual Conference is "Pasture Composition and
Productivity'". The Conference speakers include an interesting mixture of
practical farmers, who will relate their own experiences, as well as some
very competent -agricultural specialists. The means to best balance the
varipus inputs of seed, cultivar, fertilizer and weed econtrol ete., as well
as pasture management, will be examined and reviewed. This should be of
great interest to farmers wishing to maximise dollar returns from pastures.

Your Committee and the Conference sub-committee, led by David Kemp and
assisted by Jack Warner, have been very active during the year; their
activity should ensure a very successful conference. The support of the
Society by its members is the only way the Society can exist. It is
pleasing to be able to advise that membership now exceeds 500 which was our
three year target. We are also in a sound financial position. However the
continuing and future growth and successful development of the Society is
totally dependent upon the invelvement of members.

The formation of a Southern Tablelands Branch with Stephen Millar as
President and Peter Simpson as Secretary, was a major step forward in
February last. We need to establish more branches and further increase
membership. Would you please give some thought te what you can do to help
achieve either of these objectives?

We have been most fortunate and are very grateful to have the support of
the N.5.W. Department of Agriculture and its officers. Sponsorship by
commercial organisations has done much to help the Society hold its
Conferences as well as to be in a sound financial position. Their
contribution is thankfully acknowledged.

Members of the Society each receive a copy of the Newsletter which is
published quarterly. We are most appreciative of the efforts of Ray Ison

our Editor, in achieving regular publication. He needs help in the form
of articles and ideas and can be contacted at the School of Crop Sciences,
University of Sydney, Sydney 2006 or telephone (02) 692 33868.

After three years as President, the Constitutien of the Society very
sensibly requires that I retire. 1 do so in the knowledge that my
successor will take over a very worthwhile organisaticn which should be
able to continue to grow and to satisfy a need, as evidenced by this
Conference, of the agricultural community, The new president will alsc
have the support of a most dedicated group of officer bearers.

Finally the Committee thanks you for attending the Conference. We hope that
you will join in both the formal and informal discussion and we trust vou
will enjoy the proceedings and find them stimulating.

Peter Wrigley,
Fresident.
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