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Integrate or separate — the debate: integration case study 2

A l}umlghuc

"Toolamgatta”, Tambar Sprngs WSW- 2381

Outline of property and objectives

“Toolangara’™ is an 1838 ha propeny situated Y5 km
south-west of Guanedah i the North West Slopes
with o averare ranfull of 670 gun, It consises of 2
miin soil tvpes, being 30" black basalt and 309,
sandstone based.

The enterprise mux has tradinonally compnsed of
BU svud hereford cautle (280 breeders) i which bulls
are soled ar U8 months and 2 vears-of-age, and are
timshed on crop; menno sheep; cropping duadl
purposc winter wheat, erachinonal eereals and canoly,
and steer teading approsimately HO-2000 head /vear
depending on seasonal condinons, which are finsshed
ann both pasture and ceop,

The main objective relating to crop producton and
livestock ts to have a cropping enterpnse which fits
i with factening and fimshing both steers and stud
bulls en an annual basis, -

How long and why have we been
integrating cropping and pastures?
Dual purpose crops

The gmwihg of dual purpose crops has been carried
out for as long as my father and | can remember
with the number one prioniny o 1ill 2 winter-feed gap
for finishing cattle. In the early davs, oarswas grown
to be prazed and then harvested for droushr feed
storage, as well as retaining seed for the following
vears.erap [0 recent umes, winterwheat has become
the dual purpose crop of chotce due o the abilioy 1o
harvestand deliver wheat of ASW gualine tor income
and cash flow.

Pasture phase

Tmiplementation af pasture in the formy of lucerne
it the cropping rotation has been nuinpm.l oVET
thie past 15-20 vears. This was prompted by

= Ability of the pisture phase (0 merease nutrient
level, mamby nitrogen fixaton

o {essanom ot tallova oth reditnal amed chetmend,
dunng the pasture phase

*  Abidiy to use ditferent chemical groups diring
the pasture phase.

* Inearly vears, a build up of soil structure due 10
country not being worked. No-nll eropping has
been undertaken for the past 8 years,

What are the advantages?
Risk management

*  The ability of a4 dual purpose erop o generate 2
meomes makes it an excellent stratepy for
mumirtising the rsks assoctared wirh growing a
orop Fisr T n:‘:|g.'.

= The mpact that o lare frose, hail and or fan at
harvest will have on il crop income iy
constderably reduced due 1o the facr that around
P af e income has already been recetved by
grazing,

*  There is not the reliance on wiuting unnl harves
to receive the rotal income from your erop.

= A downturn in prices for one commeodity (beef
or grain) will have less of ag impacr on total
rerurns due to 3 spreading of nsk.

Stubble utilisation

= Annual grazing of swbble direetly after harvest
can give pastures a break and provide another
income oppormunity from the crop.

«  Removal of stock from stubble inower weather
and wlso m the months leading up to planting
scems 1o reduce compaction 1ssues:

*  Swmbble can provide valuable grazing dunng dey
spells and droughe.

Gross margin

* Actoal fgures for 2000 (Table 1) show the returns
tr the crop ol winter wheat o bie very similar to
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Tahle 1. Comparison berween wheats HA5 (grain only)
anel Marombi (graze and grain) on a per hectare basis in
2003
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the pring wheat returns, whilst having less nsk
assoared,

Herbicide resistance

o With herbicide resistance on the mcrease, 3
Pasturc ph;u.w D1 CrOppIg countey has 2 maumn
advantapes:

It allowws the rotation of chemieal groups.

Teallesws w break from wsing herbieides
altogether,

Pasture renovation

= Thenregranion of livestock and cropping allows
vou to réndiite vour pasture paddocks by entenng
mtir a croppine phase which will clean the paddock
whilst providing a substanual income.

‘Failed crop options

= Growing an awnless winter wheat gives a vanety
of options o & failled crop, by way of grazing or
the production of hay or silage.

Winter-feed gap

*  Dhal purpose wheats and oars fill the winter feed
gap when pastures are nor producve,

* They also can provide rest for winter active
Prastures,

Bail health

* A pasture phase on cropping country can be very
Peneticial to the basld up of soil biot and carbon
levels,

What are the disadvantages?

Grazing of crops

* When growing a dual purpose erop, to maximise
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rerurns it 15 vinal to fullvunlise the yrazing potenoal
of the crop Ina trading situatdon, it can be hard
tr purchase encugh of the right cliass of stock 1o
graze the crop eftectrvely.

» It dual purpose crops aré grown o Bl a wintor
feed gap then having enough stock ro maximise
grazing potental 1= nor normally a problem.

Soil compaction

* Producers that have an enterprise mux of
predominately cropping mav consider snif
compaction a potental problerm,

= Soll compacton would be an ssae 1F ceoppung 1s
carried ol using contralled teaffie frming

* The effecr or hvestock on soil compaction ina
siruanon where there (s no coneeolied eathe
farmung 1o place has potental to be o wiorse than

COrnpciion froim I'HZ.IEE'!J!'IL"I"_.'.
Feed wheat prices

*  leed whear prices can attecr the profiabiliey of
dudl purpose crups

* When growing dual purpose whear, ook for
vanencs such as Marombt which s cernficed mo be
delivered as ASW,

Grasshoppers

*  Dual purpase crops are generally sown in March,
and 11 vears such as this their estabbishment can
be atfected by grasshoppers

What is your advice to other producers?

*  Look ar vour individual situation and determine
whether or not Integration of livestock and
cropping fits 1n with your own visions-and goals
There is no advanzage in doing it if itis not what
vou want to do

= If you are a livestock producer, vour topography
and type of sotl (is it ambles) will havean influence
on whether or not vou can integrate livestock and
cropping,

*  The type of infrastructure and machinery may
mfluence vour decision. A lvestock producer
without machinery and with limited access o
contractors may not choose to integrate. Simikirly,
a crop producer without any stock-handling
facilities may also find it hard to justfy integmdon.

*  Consult technical advisors when something is
outsicde vour field of expernse. This would mean
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using an agronomist on the crop side, and a simlar
consultant on the animal producton sde

*  The main component of growing dual purpuose
erops, wiich was touched on carlier, 15 the abiliey
tomasimise the greing potennal frovm vour crop,
with a class of livestock that will convert it to the
preatest returns,



