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Integrate or separate — the debate: separation case study 2

G, Browenhill

Merriliong Pastoral Ce, Spring Bidge NSW 2343

Outline of property and objectives

The Brownhill family own and operate 3 propertics
on the Liverpool Phins in northern NSW with the
main focus on drviind and iengated geadn production,
The toral area 15 4735 ha with 3100 ha deviand

cropped, 750 hadroigated cropping and 550 ha gprased,

The topography s in 2 dishinet parts, wath the firse
class friable black self-mulching creek floodplain
giving way to sloping red basalt predominarely Jow
grazing hill and slope. Aldmude vanes from 350 w
4200 m.

O rergation area has allocavons of 1730 megalitves
which is spread acrose 320 ha of center pivorts and
the balance 15 flood engated.

The cartle enterpatse consists of a small breeding herd
(50 cows and followers) with the aim to prron
200 steers for feedlor markers each yean

The main crops we grow are sorghum, whear, batley,
corn; faba beans and black-eve cowpens.

The cropping rotatdon now is when o “protile is full”
vou soms Zero il practces were implemented in the
early 198z

Chur aim in operating the enterprise is to generate as
much proficas possible withour denigranng the farm
as one andd the environmenr as a whole,

How long and why have we been
separating cropping and pastures?

All of the holdings have had livestock enterprises on
the blick soil plons unol the mad 19705 and sinee
then there has heen a slow decline 10 nembers o be
wera for the last decade,

What are the advantages?

The mam reasen for SUPAFATIOE OUE Cropping and
livestoick: enterprises has been proficibilicg Orher
issues mnclude;

*  The denigration of the black soil plains by
compacton, sheet and soil erosinn. This was
created by livestock and farming practices at the
ume,

* Flood waters hitting fence lines and ereating
sullies. All fenee lines were removed and smip
cropping was introduced, This was done to slow
the flood waters and to stop water From moving
away from is natural Hosw

»  Ineroducton of no-ull with use of ferobser and
the growing of sorghum hias increased the
preitabiliny to be greater than thar of a canle
OPErAton.

Soil compaction has huge ramifications o future
crops. There has heenoa lor of research done in this
area over & long time, much of 1t to do with
miachinery, The pounds per syuare meh of a cattle
howsf 1 4-times greater that thar of a motorbike.

Whar are the disadvantages?

The sloping soils hive stll got lvestoek runniog in g
dual approach with cash crops. Summer crops grown
in these slopes may not have the higher profiability
of the plans crops;

What is your advice to other producers?

With all the Facrors that have beerny outlined, livestock
inn o eriterprise has not been as profitable as growing
grain. Although this could also suggest that with
Betrer management, proficabilios could be grearerwith
livestock, the underlying factor is that environmental
issues ourweigh any posioves,

Although 1 have given all rhe teasons for nor
incorporating livestock on black sail plains, it an
individual is able 1o be sustainable both cconomueally
and enviroamentally then thete ao reason for them
not o do so,



