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In March 1985, 27 people met to form the Grassland Society of
NEW. These founders were consciocus of the need to conmserve and
develop our grasslands. It is probably one of Australia’'s most
priceless assets in today's sconomic climate.

From these small beginnings the Society first held a seminar and
field day at Orange in October, 19B5 attended by appreximately
160 psople.

Only 16 months after the inception of the Secciety and on the eve
of our first Annual Conference, the membership number is
approaching 250. It is most gratifying te also know that the
number of conference bookings shows support for the concepts of
the Society.

Your committee have put together a most comprehensive and widely
divergent programme fer this conference. It is eour hope that we
will coentinue to gather strength and the cenference will be a
most rewarding and enjoyable experience for all who attend.

Peter Wrigley,
President
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